CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
August 23, 2026 - 9:00 a.m.
“The gospel says you are simultaneously more sinful and flawed than you ever dared believe, yet more loved and accepted than you ever dared hope.”  
Tim Keller
Welcome and Announcements
Centering Prayer
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.  Psalm 19:14

Organ Prelude:     “O Jesu, Joy of Loving Hearts”          				  				Strassburg/Brahms             	Janice St. Cyr, organist
Call to Worship: from Psalm 96
Leader: O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
People: Sing to the Lord; bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day.
Leader: Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples.
People: For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; He is to be revered above all gods.
Leader: Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
People: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His courts.
Invocation
*Gathering Hymn:  #43 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
Gathering of Our Offerings
Offering envelopes are available in the pews. 
Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)
*Hymn:  #364 “My Jesus, I Love Thee”
Prayer of Dedication
Offertory:      "Wonderful Words of Life”       PP Bliss             the Choir

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Prayer Response:  #371 “Have Thine Own Way, Lord”  (seated)
Verse 1 only

Scripture: John 10:11-18	                    Read by  George Bruns
[bookmark: _Int_6kPIXnxl] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own, and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me, and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
Message:	“Not Just for Funerals”	Pastor Dave
*Closing Hymn:  #50 “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”
*Benediction
Postlude:	Gwalchmai - “Praise the Lord His Glories Show”            D. Janzer  
*  Denotes please stand, as you are able

Please join us downstairs in the vestry for a time of fellowship


WELCOME!  We of United Baptist Church represent various religious and cultural backgrounds and lifestyles.  We are young, old, and middle aged, single, married, widowed, divorced, parents, grandparents, and members of extended families.  Above all, we are people who take risks, make mistakes, confess, repent and try again.  At the center of our community is Jesus Christ whose life, death, and resurrection are the reasons we are together.  The life and hope in this community have more to do with Christ’s faithfulness to us than ours to Christ.  Whether you are searching for a faith community, or just passing through, we want you to feel at home.  Whoever you are, whatever your history, your scars, your gifts, you are among people like yourself.
FLOWERS:  are compliments of the Erwin Warren Flower Fund
GREETERS:            Linda Duranceau                 Ruth Gladu
FELLOWSHIP HOUR:   Ava Adams and Robert Talley
	SPECIAL CARE CORNER

	

	Howard & Marianne Krueger
Burt Howe
Linda Fondak
Peggy Ricker
	Cheryl Morse
Bill Tarbox
Betty Hill



UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
INTERIM PASTOR:  Rev. Dr. David Clark          SECRETARY:  Margie McDonald
BOOKKEEPER:  Danielle Roberge       MUSIC COORDINATOR:  Glenn Moseley
ORGANIST:  Janice St. Cyr
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  TUESDAY – FRIDAY 8:00am – Noon 
Church Office: (207) 283-3411		Pastor Dave: (207) 513-0114
Emails: ubcsaco.office@gmail.com	rev.drc1952@gmail.com
[bookmark: _Int_ngHdGlx4]Web site: unitedbaptistsaco.org - Friend us on Facebook: SacoUnitedBaptistChurch
The Past Has a Future at United Baptist!


THE UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
318 Main Street. Saco, Maine 04072
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The Church in the Heart of Saco


OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION

THE WEEK AHEAD:
WEDNESDAY	 5:00 pm – TOPS
FRIDAY		 CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FOR VACATION 

PASTORAL CARE
Contact Pastor Dave directly:  rev.drc1952@gmail.com or 207-513-0114.
Remember, due to HIPPA laws, neither the church nor the pastor is notified if one of our members is hospitalized. Please have a friend or family member contact the pastor or the church office.

BACKPACK PROJECT
The need for school supplies is great. A BIG thank you goes out to all who shopped for, and donated backpacks, pens, pencils, notebooks, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, hand calculators, and erasers.  We can be proud of ourselves, knowing we helped a lot of kids get off to a good start this school year! Thank you!

THE MARK THALLANDER FOUNDATION
Will be presenting 2 two musical programs:
First, The New England Festival of Organ Music, featuring Hector Olivera 
Sunday, September 20th at 3 pm, at the Basilica of Saints Peter & Paul
122 Ash St, Lewiston, ME 04240   (207) 777-1200
And
The New England Fall Organ Festival, featuring Bradley Hunter Welch
Sunday, October 18, at 6pm.
First Parish Church, 218 Central Ave, Dover, NH 03820  (603) 742-5664
Go to markthallanderfoundation.org for more information.

CHURCH PICNIC	Comment by Wandah Clark: This paragraph was “indented” one inch on the right, which is why it would not fill all the way to the margin.
Come one, come all to our annual All Church Picnic on Sunday, September 13th, following worship.  Our picnic will take place in the Vestry, with the grilling happening in the front parking lot.  We will offer hamburgers, hot dogs, corn on the cob, salads, lemonade, and home-made desserts.  See you there!



OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION

THE HOLLY BERRY FAIR 
-is coming quickly! We need at least six more volunteers –2 for selling the Christmas wreaths, and 2 to work at the center craft table, and a cashier and another helper or 2 on the food table. Speak with either Anne Daisey 207-229-9306 or Sue Bedell 207-283-3757, or Margie 207-590-9666.  Questions and suggestions are welcome!

TOPS  (Take Off Pounds Sensibly)  All are welcome!
TOPS provides healthy tools and tips to help lose weight and keep it off.  No fads, no gimmicks.  Healthy lifestyle support.  Nonprofit weight loss since 1948.  
They meet every Wednesday evening at 5 PM in the Vestry.

WHAT’S GOING ON AROUND HERE??
The trustees have authorized much needed work to be done on and around the steeple.  New shingles are forthcoming.  TAKE NOTICE!  Today the 23rd, the Main St. doors will be blocked off.  Please use the Credit Union side porch doors or the rear parking lot doors. Thank you for your patience and understanding!

BUCKET CHALLENGE continues through September!
Donations of brand new and unopened hairbrushes, combs, shampoo, and conditioner (sample size OK) are needed.
Your continued giving fills a very important need in our community and is a blessing to those less fortunate.  THANK YOU again for your generosity!

PRAYER JAR
We have a prayer jar near the pulpit for you to drop a marble in to recognize answered prayers.  This helps you to be aware of God at work in your life, and the jar stands as a testimony to others.


POWER STRIP
The power strip in the vestry where the piano is plugged in must always stay on!  Thank you!
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