THE PASTOR’S PAGE

The month of May has always been a significant one for me. My Mom was born in May, and of course Mothers’ Day is always in May, often just a few days before Mom’s birthday. Our family tried to make those celebrations significant through the years. Our reward was her beautiful smile and her “For me?” response to receiving our gifts.  

Mom died in 2014, and the May’s since then have been emotionally difficult for my siblings and me. Mom was small in stature and quiet in disposition yet was one of the strongest people I have ever known. She lived many decades dealing with physical issues but rarely complained. She devoted her life to our family. Proverbs 31:28 says of a Godly woman: “Her children rise up and call her blessed.” That is certainly true in her case.
When Jesus was on the Cross, one of the witnesses was His mother. I cannot imagine the emotion of that experience for each of them. However, I have always been struck by the fact that one of the seven utterances of Jesus from the Cross was directed to her: “Mother, behold your son.” He followed that up by entrusting her care to his disciple John: “Son, behold your mother.” In His final agonizing minutes of life, He expressed His love and care for the woman who bore and nurtured Him.

Mothers’ Day can be an emotionally difficult day for some people, for a variety of reasons. Emotions can run very deep. They do for me. Nevertheless, I encourage you to celebrate this Mothers’ Day, to thank God for the mothers, honorary mothers, surrogate mothers, grandmothers, and all the women who were instrumental in you being the person you are today. If you are a mother, I hope this Mothers’ Day will be a blessed one for you. You’re deserving of our gratitude.

Pastor Dave Clark

[image: Live Event Streaming Vector Art, Icons, and Graphics for ...]LIVE STREAM OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 
If you are unable to attend a worship service at UBC, or would like to see the service again, you can watch the service live at home.  Go to our website: unitedbaptistsaco.org and move down to click on “sermons”.  Then click “watch live” and when the sermons come up, click “live”.  You will also find previous sermons there.  
Our thanks to Steve Bedell and David Lowell for getting this up and running!  May it be a blessing.
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That’s right- our Holly Berry Fair is the first Saturday of December, 12/5.  Get into the holiday spirit by joining in and donating your time, baked goodies, jams, jellies, pickles and relishes, your knitted and crocheted items and your crafts.  Got some good but unused Christmas decorations?  Donate them to Grandma’s Christmas Attic.  How about that jewelry you never wear, Cheryl will take it and turn it into profit for our church!  Want more information?  Anne Daisey is the Chairperson for 2026!  Call/text:  207-229-9306     Email:  daiseym266@gmail.com
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			Chairman – Anne Daisey
			Committee – Peggy Grant
			                        Pam Salvas
			                        Sue Bedell
We would love to have more people join us in the planning of the fair.
													
Save this date:
				Holly Berry Fair 
                             December 5, 2026
				  8:30 – 1:00 PM	









ANNOUNCING DAN AND SARAH CHETTI’S RETIREMENT

Dear faithful supporters:
After 27 years ministering in the Middle East for International Ministries, Dan and Sarah are now retired, effective 4/1/26, and are looking forward to retirement and new challenges.
 
Dan started out as an associate professor at the Arab Baptist Theological Seminary, teaching students from across the Arab world and preaching in local churches. God led him to start his ministry Enduring Love supporting Arab Christians who returned to their home countries and started house churches throughout the Middle East. Currently Enduring Love is supporting 27 pastors and their families.
 
After retirement, Dan will continue to serve the Ministry of Enduring Love. He established a committee of six members, including three International Ministry staff, to oversee the operation of the Enduring Love Endowment Fund. This is where you can continue to play a part in supporting the endowment fund of Enduring Love.  Checks should have a notation showing “Enduring Love Endowment Fund” and be mailed to International Ministries at 1003 West 9th Avenue, Suite A – King of Prussia, PA 19406. To send support by internet, go to http://internationalministries.org click on donate then click on projects and then click on middle-east-and-north-africa-Enduring Love, fill out and submit.  At this point International Ministries is working on setting up a portal for the endowment fund so your funds will go as support to Enduring Love when sent by internet.  Each time you send funds, please check for a new portal for the endowment fund when sending them by internet.

Sarah began as a librarian at the seminary and then God spoke to her and she began her ministry to the maids in prison, visiting them, taking food, and leading them to accept Jesus as their Savior.  She then started the Insaaf Center supporting and helping migrant domestic workers. Her ministry provides food, language and skills training, spiritual support, trauma counseling, and legal assistance.  Bible studies are held on Fridays for the women and their children. Many of the women have been converted to Christianity. The center also has been instrumental in helping some of the women return to their home country. Melanie Baggao has succeeded Sarah as Director.

We are planning to celebrate Dan and Sarah’s retirement in the second week of June with a surprise local reception and would love to have you participate. If you would like, please send a retirement card to Mercy Johnson (Dan’s sister who lives in the same town). If you would like to enclose a monetary gift, it would be much appreciated.
  
Send cards to be received by 5/30/26 to: 
Dan & Sarah Chetti
c/o Mercy Johnson
1280 Stone Creek Drive
Eugene, OR 97404-3852
 
Remember, this is a surprise, so mum is the word! 
 
Blessings, Chetti MPT

[image: Free Mother's Day Clipart - Mothers Day Animations]MOTHER’S DAY
Please join us on May 10th, as we recognize our mothers, and all the persons in our lives who are like mothers to us.  Carnations will be given out, and the Board of Christian Ed will be hosting the Fellowship hour.  It will be a lovely morning!



MISSION NEWS
The Bucket Challenge for April has been a great success. THANK YOU for all your donations of much needed men’s and lady’s underwear you gave. The people of United Baptist Church are a very giving people!

[image: Bucket clipart Images - Free Download on Freepik]For the month of May, we will be collecting Disposable Rain Ponchos and $5 Gas Cards. The Ponchos cost only a couple of dollars and can be found at stores like Ocean State Job Lot, Mardens, Walmart as well as other local places. Seeds of Hope distributes the Gas Cards to their volunteer drivers to transport their residents to important doctor appointments, jobs, and grocery stores. 
 
Please stay tuned for new items we will be collecting each month. Your thoughtful giving fills a very important need in our community. THANK YOU again for your generosity!!!

Your Board of Mission,

Mary Lee Taylor, Ann Nelson, Helen Desjardins, Angie Hutchinson, David & Irene Hodges
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We will be moving our worship service to the 9 o’clock hour starting on June 28th. We do this for two reasons:  first, to allow more time in the day for summertime activities, and second, to escape the heat that creeps into the sanctuary as the sun gets higher.
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We have completed a major task, that of finishing and sending off to American Baptist Churches of Maine, our completed Church Profile and Ministry Priorities.  Now, Al Fletcher, Executive Minister at ABCOM, will work with the ABC USA central office in Pennsylvania, to come up with possible matches between our input, and resumes and profiles on file for ministers who are ready to seek a new pastorate.

At our weekly meetings, we are now working on creating a Fact Sheet Packet which will contain facts about our congregation, a statement of faith, a full job description and several open-ended questions.  This Fact Sheet Packet will be sent to candidates we will have selected from the resumes and profiles received from ABCOM/ABC.  

What is your job during this time?  Prayers, please. Prayers that God will guide our committee to do our work well, and prayers that out there somewhere, a pastor is seeking a new pastorate and will discern that United Baptist in Saco, Maine is a good fit.  Let us, as a church family, be strong in our faith that this process will result in new energy and prospects for our church.

Cathy Larkin, Chair of the Search Committee


[image: Graduation cap. Low poly design. Graduation design vectors]GRADUATES
One of the joys of being a church family is celebrating the milestones of family members, and one of those milestones is graduation.  We want to share in the celebration of your new graduates!  If you have a graduate in your family this year, please fill out the form below and return it to the church office no later than May 17th so we can get the information into the June Parish Visitor.  

Full Name of Graduate  ___________________________________________
Graduating from __________________________________________________
Future Plans __________________________________________________
Name of Parents, Grandparents, etc.  _______________________________________________
MEMORIAL DAY                                     Deana Landers, morningcoffeebeans.com
For seventeen days and seventeen nights, John McCrae, a soldier in World War 1 and a surgeon during the second battle of Ypres in Belgium, said that he and his comrades never took their clothes off or boots, except occasionally. "In all that time while I was awake, gunfire and rifle fire never ceased for sixty seconds, he said. Yet, behind all the noise, we could see sights of the dead, the wounded, the maimed, and the terrible anxiety lest the line should give way."  Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae was a soldier, physician, and poet. He was also the son of a military leader who grew up believing in fighting for his country. His friend, Alexis Helmer, was killed during the battle on May 2. While McCrae was performing the burial service for his friend, he noticed the beautiful red Poppies that quickly grew around the graves of those who died at Ypres. The seeds had scattered in the wind and sat dormant in the ground, only germinating when the land was disturbed as it was by the fierce fighting of World War 1. The day after his friend's burial, McCrae composed the poem "In Flanders Fields."  He wrote the poem in the voice of the dead soldiers. It speaks of their sacrifice and issues the challenge for the living to press on.
"In Flanders Fields"
by John McCrae, May 1915
In Flanders Fields, the poppies blow
[image: Poppy clip art Images - Free Download on Freepik]Between the crosses, row on row,
That marks our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce was heard amid the guns below.			
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
We loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands, we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
McCrae composed the poem while sitting in the back of an ambulance at an Advanced Dressing Station outside Ypres. This location today is known as the John McCrae Memorial Site. I have always been amazed at how God uses nature to speak to our hearts.
In 1918, an American professor, Moina Michael, was so touched by McCrae's poem that she wrote a responsive poem to the fallen soldiers of Flanders Field. She vowed to wear the poppy to remember all soldiers who died for our freedom. She became known as the Poppy Lady. In 1971, Congress declared Memorial Day a national holiday, though it is often called Decoration Day. Other countries began to wear a single Poppy on Memorial Day and later included Veteran's Day to include all living and deceased veterans.
"We Shall Keep the Faith"
by Moina Michael, November 1918
Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet, to rise anew!
[image: Poppy clip art Images - Free Download on Freepik]We caught the torch you threw.
And holding high, we keep the Faith			
With All who died.
We cherish, too, the Poppy red.
That grows on fields where valor led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a luster to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.
And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear them in honor of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.
The town of Marion, Virginia, adorns the front of the courthouse and beyond with the name of each fallen soldier on a small, sturdy white cross underneath patriotic American flags each Memorial Day. When you drive or walk by, you will see families with children and grandchildren looking through the flags or kneeling near the cross of a soldier who died in battle.  Crosses also read: "All gave some, Some gave all."
"Some gave all" is why we celebrate Memorial Day; to honor our men and women who died in battle for our families, lives, and country. It is the time of the year that we invite our children and grandchildren to visit. We want them to understand and remember the men and women who gave their lives for their freedom. And we want them to feel the challenge of pressing on, keeping the Faith, and standing up for our freedoms. To the fallen, we will continue to carry the torch.
UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
318 MAIN STREET
SACO, MAINE 04072
























MAY 2026
[image: 700+ Free May Clipart Images]
UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
INTERIM PASTOR: Rev. Dr. David Clark               SECRETARY: Margie McDonald
BOOKKEEPER: Danielle Roberge             MUSIC COORDINATOR: Glenn Moseley
ORGANIST: Janice St. Cyr
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - TUESDAY – FRIDAY 8:00am – Noon
Church Office: (207)283-3411          Pastor Dave (207)513-0114
Emails: rev.drc1952@gmail.com                 ubcsaco.office@gmail.com
Web site: unitedbaptistsaco.org     - friend us on Facebook: sacounitedbaptistchurch
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