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Do you remember writing a letter to Santa at Christmas time?  Most of the letters we wrote as children were an effort to tell Santa we had been good that year, and could he bring us a certain toy – or two!  I remember the year I asked for a Chatty Cathy doll which I received on Christmas morning. I remember how fascinated the adults present were with the doll that talked when you pulled a string, and I remember that it took a while before the adults stopped playing with the doll and I was able to actually pull that string myself!  

So many happy memories, but after a certain age, we no longer hope for expensive or elaborate Christmas gifts. Instead, our Christmas wish list longs for those things that really matter: peace, reconciliation, healing, friendship, justice, love – all the elements of a truly Christian way of life.

There is a song titled “My Grown-up Christmas List” by David Foster and Linda Thompson that expresses the feeling of Christmas for me now. It has been recorded by many artists, but my personal favorites are by Michael Bublé and Barbra Streisand. Here are some lines from the song: 

Do you remember me? 
I sat upon your knee. 
I wrote to you with childhood fantasies. 
Well, I’m all grown up now, 
And still need help somehow. 
I’m not a child but my heart still can dream. 
So, here’s my lifelong wish, 
My grown-up Christmas list; 
Not for myself but for a world in need. 
No more lives torn apart; 
That wars would never start, 
And time would heal all hearts; 
And everyone would have a friend; 
And right would always win; 
And love would never end, 
This is my grown-up Christmas list.

The life of Christ, though only 33 years long and only containing three years of public ministry: proclaimed to the whole world that God had come to live among us and to lead us into a love relationship with Him, the Savior of the world, through his death and sacrifice on the cross. 
His life was God’s love mission for mankind – a love that will never end.

As people who believe that Jesus is the source of all our joy, let us seek those little pockets of joy that remind us of God’s love for us, a love that we might take for granted, but which is never far from us. 

As you are writing your Christmas wish list this year, “may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  
                                                                                                                                                          (Romans 15:18) 

God’s richest blessings to you in this Christmas season and throughout 2026. – Beverly



CHRISTMAS IN HEAVEN
For those who have lost a loved one during the year, this first Christmas without them can be particularly difficult.  I want to share “Christmas in Heaven,” written by an unknown author. 
May it bring you peace.  
                                                                                         [image: ]
I
See the 
Countless 
Christmas trees
 Around the world 
below, with tiny lights, 
like Heaven’s stars, reflecting 
On the snow. The sight
 Is so spectacular, please wipe
 Away that tear, for I am 
Spending Christmas with Jesus 
Christ this year. I hear the many 
Christmas songs that people hold so dear, 
But the sounds of music can't compare 
With the Christmas choir up here.  I have 
No words to tell you, the joy their voices bring,
For it is beyond description, to hear the angels sing. 
I know how much you miss me. I see the pain inside 
Your heart, but I am not so far away. We really aren't apart. 
So be happy for me dear ones. You know I hold you dear, 
And be glad I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.
 I send you each a special gift, from my heavenly home above. 
I send you each a memory of my undying love. I can’t tell you the 
Splendor or the peace here in this place. Can you just imagine Christmas 
With our Savior face to face? I’ll ask Him to light your spirit as I tell Him of your love. 
So then pray for one another as you lift your Eyes above. Please let your hearts be joyful and let your Spirits sing, for I am spending Christmas 
In Heaven 
and I’m 
walking
 With the King!

THE HOLLY BERRY CHURCH FAIR DECEBER 6TH  8:30-1:00
Crafts, jams, jellies, baked goods
Hats, mittens, scarfs
Gift baskets, jewelry, handbags
Wreaths, Grandma’s Christmas Attic, 
A soup and stew luncheon
And lots more new and old goodies!
HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL AT THE FAIR!!!
[image: ]
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  - 4:00pm December 24th 
Our Christmas Eve service will be a beautiful service of scripture, carols, and candlelight!  Please come, and invite others to join you!

[image: Church Pastor Search Committee - Free Transparent PNG ...]SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE
Thank you to all who have returned our questionnaires!  The Search Committee is in the process of tabulating the results.  There is still time to complete yours and turn it in.  We are also in the process of securing for the church an interim minister to start on the first Sunday in January, 2026.   We have interviewed candidates and will be recommending an individual at a meeting of the Church Council.  If approved, a church meeting will be called where members will be asked to approve the 
                              committee’s recommendation.  Stay tuned.    Cathy Larkin, Chair

[image: Office Desk Clipart Images | Free Download | PNG Transparent ...] JANUARY 2026 CHANGES IN THE OFFICE
Beginning in January, Danielle Roberge, our Bookkeeper, will now be handling the church's financial books under the oversight of Gary Hammond, CPA and Mark Jones, our Church Treasurer.  
For those submitting bills and then receiving checks the day after our Church Board meetings, nothing will change, but she will no longer keep office hours on Wednesdays, working instead as an Independent Contractor for the church. 
Danielle will be in the office on her own schedule to run checks for signing and running monthly reports.  She is working on a four-year accounting degree, and works full time for an accounting firm in Falmouth.
Our Church payroll is now being handled by Payroll Matters, located on Main Street in Saco.  
Margie McDonald, our Church Secretary, will now be in the office Tuesday through Friday, 8-Noon.  
Beverly Lowell always covered the office on Mondays, but with her retirement on December 31, 2025, the church office will now be closed on Mondays.  
Our Trustees and Finance Committee have approved these changes, and we think this new system will work well.  

[image: Clipart For Church Annual Report | Free Images at Clker.com ...] ANNUAL REPORTS
Yes! Can you believe it?! Time to think about Annual Reports from all the Boards and Committees. Our church annual meeting will be on January 18th.  In order to create the Annual Report for the year 2025, I am asking that you get your Annual Reports to the church office before January 5th.  If you have questions or would like to see a previous year’s report to get an idea of how to write your report, just give Margie a call!    
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ATTENTION ALL BOARDS AND COMMITTEES !  
Due to the Annual Church Meeting being held on Sunday, January 18th our monthly Board meetings will be held on the 3rd Wed. of January, 21st instead of the normal second Wednesday of the month.  


[image: 1,300+ Reading Christmas Books Stock Illustrations, Royalty ...]LIBRARY NEWS
We have a wonderful selection of Christmas books, for both adults and children. Many of them are short and easy to read. All of them present the Christmas message through amazing stories. Please stop by and browse through them.


[image: May include: A black and white line drawing of a pie with steam rising from the top.]PIE SALE UPDATE -The Mission Board Pie sale held November 23 was a great success raising $649.  Which will all go to help people in need.  Out thanks to all who made, and bought a pie!


[image: Thank You Clipart - MockoFUN]THANK YOU ! 
Peggy Ricker would like to thank everyone for their phone calls, notes, cards, emails and visits she has received over these past months.  Peggy very much misses being at church, and on the Sunday in October that she was able to be with us, she was so grateful for everyone who stopped at her pew with a smile, a hug, and a kind word.  The people of United Baptist mean a great deal to Peggy, and she misses everyone!
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THE GIVING TREE
Our annual Giving Tree begins on the first Sunday in Advent, November 30th. This is an opportunity to reach out to others within our congregation and community who are in need. The gifts help to spread the joy of the season and give hope to those who struggle. In the vestry, you will find a small Christmas tree with gift tags. Please take a tag, buy and wrap the gift with the tag on the top, and return the gift to church no  
                             later than Monday, December 15th.

[bookmark: _Hlk214357418][image: ABCUSA - American Baptist Churches USA]
RETIRED MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES OFFERING - Worthy of Love
Following God’s call often comes with sacrifice. Many retired ministers, missionaries, and their widowed spouses have served faithfully, yet often lack the resources to fully prepare for life’s later seasons: health challenges, the loss of a spouse, or isolation.
These are the people who have poured into our lives. Pastors who prayed with us, missionaries who served where we could not. Their dedication helped shape the American Baptist Churches USA into the vibrant, faithful community it is today.
Your offering is more than a donation. It’s a heartfelt expression of love and gratitude. It allows us to provide emergency assistance and a “Thank You” check to those who have devoted 15 or more years of their lives to God’s service.


[image: Christmas poinsettia clipart Images - Free Download on Freepik]CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  
Our sanctuary is beautiful at Christmas time, and part of that beauty comes from the poinsettias and Christmas flowers given to honor someone special. The flowers will be in the sanctuary on Christmas Sunday, the 23rd and Christmas Eve, the 24th.  You can leave your flowers or take them after the Christmas Eve service.  Please bring your plants in to the kitchen weekday mornings the week of December 14th, and our Flower Committee will arrange them in the Sanctuary.  Place your dedication form in the offering plate, bring it to the church office, or call (283-3411) or email (ubcsaco.office@gmail.com)  
                                         with the information no later than December 17th.

In Memory of________________________________________ 
In Celebration of______________________________________
Given by____________________________________________

[image: FREE Snowflakes Clip Art Set]SNOWY SUNDAYS
If it is snowing on a Sunday morning, or has snowed overnight, worship services MAY be cancelled. To see if services have been cancelled, please tune your TV into WCSH6 or 13WGME to check the cancellations listings.   You can go to our church website at www.unitedbaptistsaco.org to watch a previous service on YouTube.   

On any given winter day, we have a wonderful plow company that always has our parking lot cleared (not spotless, but clear!).  HOWEVER, you need to use good common sense and care as to whether or not it is safe for you to drive to church.  We certainly do not want anyone to be in an accident trying to get to church!

If we have a snow storm on a weekday, most likely the church office will be closed, so call ahead
before you come to the office to make sure it is open.
Happy Winter in Maine!


[image: ]FUNKY DIVAS - December 21st at 2:00
Christmas Sunday will be December 21st with all the beauty of Christmas through scripture, music, decorations and a Happy Birthday Jesus celebration during fellowship hour. 
 
To cap the day off, we will be having a return of the musical group The Funky Divas of Gospel with their Christmas Concert at 2:00! 

The Divas give a fun, interactive concert filled with the music you love. The concert is FREE and appropriate for all ages.  Spread the word! 


[image: Graduation clipart Images - Free Download on Freepik]GRADUATE CELEBRATION!
Glorianna Kittredge, daughter of Lenny and Joleen Kittredge, Granddaughter of Gloria Seaver, graduated in November from Southern New Hampshire University with a Bachelors’ Degree in Liberal Arts. Congratulations to Glorianna!
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Please join us for a
Retirement Party

Honoring

Pastor Beverly Lowell

Sunday, December 28th
11:30am  to  1:30pm
 United Baptist Church Vestry

A light lunch will be served

[image: ]




THE GIGGLE PAGE

As grandma was getting ready to leave the house on Christmas Eve, Olivia looked at her with concern. "Make sure to be really careful on your way home. Santa is delivering presents."
Her grandmother smiled at her. "I don't think I have to worry about Santa."
Olivia looked at her incredulously, jaw on the floor, “Haven’t you heard? Santa has already run over one grandmother!"

It was a cold and misty Christmas morning in the very depth of winter after a heavy fall of snow and only Farmer Evans and the Reverend Joseph Lancaster managed to arrive at the church for the morning service.
‘Well,’ said the Vicar laconically, ‘I guess there’s no point in having a service today.’
‘Well, that’s not how I see it.’ said Farmer Evans smartly. ‘If only one cow turns up at feeding time, I still feed it.’

It was the day after Christmas at St Peter and St Paul’s church. Father John, was looking at the nativity scene outside when he noticed the baby Jesus was missing from the figures.
Immediately, Father John’s thoughts turned to calling in the local policeman but as he was about to do so, he saw little Nathan with a red wagon, and in the wagon was the figure of the little infant, Jesus.
Father John approached Nathan and asked him, ‘Well, Nathan, where did you get the little infant?’
Nathan looked up, smiled, and replied, ‘I took him from the church.’
‘And why did you take him?’
With a sheepish grin, Nathan said, ‘Well, Father John, about a week before Christmas I prayed to Lord Jesus. I told him if he would bring me a red wagon for Christmas, I would give him a ride around the block in it.’

Myra was going to the Christmas office party but needed a new party dress. In the clothing store, she asked, ‘May I try on that dress in the window, please?’
‘Certainly not, madam,’ responded the salesgirl, ‘You’ll have to use the fitting room like everyone else.’
[image: Airplane Clipart Images – Browse 70,003 Stock Photos ...]
 A man gets on an airplane and sees a nun praying fervently beside him. 
“Are you afraid of flying?” he asks. 
“Flying, no. Crashing, yes.”

The Sunday School teacher asks the children to draw Christmas pictures. She goes over to one student and sees he’s drawn a picture of four people on an airplane.
“What is this?” she asked.
“Mary and Joseph and Baby Jesus on a flight to Egypt,” he says.
“Well… who’s the fourth person?”
[image: Cartoon car Images - Free Download on Freepik]“That’s Pontius, the pilot.”

“Honk If You Love Jesus”
“Text While Driving If You Want to Meet Him” 



Why did the Christian chicken go to the other side of the road? To get a Cross.

What do you call a priest who becomes a lawyer? A father-in-law.

UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
318 MAIN STREET
SACO, MAINE 04072
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                                                             DECEMBER 2025
UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR: Rev. Beverly M. Lowell   ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Margie McDonald
BOOKKEEPER: Danielle Roberge ORGANIST: Janice St. Cyr
MUSIC COORDINATOR: Glenn Moseley

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - TUESDAY – FRIDAY 8:00am – Noon
Telephone (207)283-3411  (207)282-0320
Email: ubc.bev@gmail.com     ubcsaco.office@gmail.com
Web site: unitedbaptistsaco.org              Friend us on Facebook:  sacounitedbaptistchurch                                                                     
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