[image: ]Pastor’s Thoughts for October…                                                     
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”  
                                                                                                                 Jeremiah 29:11
Most of our fields and lawns have lost their green color, crops are ready for harvest, and the morning temperatures require a good sweater – all a sure sign that fall has arrived.
Many people enjoy the fall season with the cooler temperatures and the bright color of autumn leaves. We are blessed to live in an area that people flock to in order see the trees in full color.
     Time passes quickly.  It honestly seems like this year just began rather than approaching its end! Soon snow will fall and we will be shoveling sidewalks!  My oldest Granddaughter, Gwen, turned 21 this year. I remember holding her as a newborn.  I remember taking her to the beach for the first time.  I remember going for a ride with her right after she got her driver’s license.  I remember so many times in her life, so many years gone by.   Time is our most precious gift.  Someone once said, “Time is a companion on our journey, and we need to cherish every moment. Time is a fire in which our life burns.”   
     Time moves on and change keeps happening no matter what we say or do. We get carried along with it in the aging process. Our hair turns grey. We put on weight. We grow forgetful and those are the minor changes we must adjust to.
     The other day I read a biography of Queen Elizabeth I of England who died in about 1603. Her last years were depressing, as she lost many of her friends. Finally, she just went to bed and stayed there until she died. She could command almost anything, but she couldn’t prevent herself from aging, and she gave up on any new possibilities and opportunities.  
     In the midst of change we must be adapting to new circumstances. We can’t get stuck in the past. Everyday new and wonderful things are happening. 
     The church is approaching a time of change with my retirement at the end of December.  I am facing a time of change with my retirement, too!  But it is time for me to step back, and for someone new with fresh ideas and awareness to step into the pages of the history of this church.  Whoever it is, their time here at United Baptist will be a blessing to them as it has been to me, and will bring new opportunities and possibilities to the church.  
Time is carrying you forward. Change is inevitable. Let Christ reveal the future he has in store for you. Go forward in faith.
Blessings-
Beverly


A PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH
Heavenly Father,
I pray that the Heavenly Host would protect this church. We are small but mighty. I pray a wall of angels would stand guard at this outpost of your Kingdom here on earth. We will stand in your name, proclaiming your word, for as long as you will it. In your blessed name we pray. Amen.
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WORLD MISSION OFFERING – ACCEPTED IN OCTOBER
See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?     
                                                                                                             Isaiah 43:19
     While God’s mission continues from one generation to the next, it often looks different and unique because God loves to surprise us with new ways to serve and to reach people for Christ.  There are more than 120 American Baptist Global Servants, and your donations to the World Mision Offering supports funding for missionaries, local church partners, and non profit organizations that provide humanitarian aid, vocational training, educational support and spiritual outreach in other countries.
     In addition, United Baptist Church directly supports seven Global Servants.  Two of them are Kristy Engel and Eric and Yuree Lembke.  Through their work, we can see God’s new work in their midst! In places like Ukraine, where there is immense need, International Ministries (IM) Global Consultant Kristy Engel has seen new sustainable medical systems created so that care for others continues far into the future. She is seeing hope and rebuilding spring up around her. IM Global Servants Eric and Yuree Lembke have been serving in western Thailand for less than a year!  Every day they connect with new people. This often leads to developing new ministry opportunities or classes at the Thoo Mweh Khee Learning Center. A place for refugees, the center is helping Karen people create new lives. God is doing a new thing in the lives of these IM global servants and in the lives of those they serve. 
     Throughout the world, God’s work through IM is springing up in each unique cross-cultural context. Even in places of deep hardship, God’s faithfulness remains steadfast, bringing forth life where despair once seemed overwhelming. As global servants adapt to changing needs and discover new ways to serve, one thing is certain— God is not finished yet. We will keep watching to see where God provides a new path forward for generations to come. 
     Thank you for your unwavering partnership in God’s mission. There is a new thing taking place and your support allows our global servants to build lasting relationships and make a far-reaching impact for God’s glory. Thank you for sending short-term mission teams who witness all that God is doing and return to share that with others. Most importantly, thank you for your faithful prayers—it is prayer that cultivates the soil for new growth. 
     We will be accepting the World Mission Offering throughout the month of October.  We invite you to see the new thing God is doing and to join in His work. May these stories inspire in you the same hope and anticipation we feel as we watch God’s kingdom take root and flourish – on earth as it does in heaven.  
(Excerpted in part from International Ministries’ Executive Director Rev. Dr. Sharon Koh)


[image: 70+ Lost Sheep Stock Illustrations, Royalty-Free Vector ...]SEARCH COMMITTEE
On Sunday, September 14th, a Special All Member Meeting was held following worship to vote on accepting the membership makeup of the Search Committee.  The following individuals were approved:  Nancy deMiranda, Carolyn Gawron, Tom Godan, Cathy Larkin, (Chair), Bob Maxfield, Ann Nelson, Bill Soucy, Keith Welch, with Cliff Kenney as Alternate.
The Search Committee has met with the Rev. Dr. Al Fletcher, Executive Minister for American Baptist Churches of Maine.  Rev. Fletcher provided guidance on procedures for the Search Committee as they begin their work to seek first an Interim Minister to serve the church while a Permanent Minister is sought.
Please keep the Search Committee in your prayers.
[image: ]                                         HOLLY BERRY FAIR – December 6th                                                                                                                          Holly Berry Fair    December 6, 2025
8:30 – 1:00pm
                               ONLY about 76 days till the Fair!!!!

     A BIG THANK YOU to all the summer crafters that have brought in the crafts they have been working on at home.  What a variety of items to display in the center craft table!  We are still looking forward to seeing your craft!
     Helen Desjardins will have some surprises with new ideas with the wreaths. 
     Lots of new jewelry has come in for the jewelry table; keep it coming!  We can’t wait to see what new treasures Cheryl Morse will have on the jewelry table!
     Watch for next month to hear what the Bake Table, Luncheon and Grandma’s Christmas Attic are up to!
     As you can see, the Fair Committee has been BUSY.  
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Our talented Board of Christian Education will be presenting a Reader’s Theater during Fellowship Hour on Sunday, October 19th.  The play is entitled “And So They Had None” and is about a church group meeting and a missing pie.
There will be a light lunch of sandwiches, chips, desserts, and beverages to enjoy along with the play.  Please join us for a little fun!


[image: Puzzles clipart images and royalty-free illustrations ...]
 JIGSAW PUZZLE EXCHANGE
We have an on-going jigsaw puzzle exchange on a table in our Vestry.  There are puzzles from 300 pieces through 1,000 pieces, the puzzles are available free of charge!  Take one to enjoy – we have lots!



CELEBRATING OUR LIBRARY -Our church Library, The Lincoln Library, is located off the Vestry and is celebrating 30 years!  The library itself is more than 30 years old and was overseen in its early years by Verna Taylor.
Thirty years ago, Stetson and Dorothy Lincoln funded a makeover for the library, and it was named in their honor as the Lincoln Library.  In recent years Charlie and Ruth Gladu, (daughter of the Lincolns) have been the librarians.  They have brought in new books on a regular basis and have continued to rotate books and offer varied selections for readers. Charlie passed away this summer, but Ruth continues with the library.
Our little library has fiction and nonfiction and can easily provide you with a book or two to read, wrapped in a blanket on a chilly day. 
And by the way - we have a lot of long overdue books!  Please check your books at home and see if you might have a book or two to return!
UPCOMING EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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In observance of Veteran’s Day, the Board of Christian Ed is hosting a “Picture Day” on Sunday November 9th, during Fellowship Hour.  We ask that you bring a photo of your Veteran, past or present, to display, as we honor our Veterans. Please attach the name of your Veteran, and, a short write-up is optional.  You may bring in photos in to the office any morning prior to the 9th where they will be kept safe.  You may take them home after Fellowship Hour.
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PIE SALE-SAVE THE DATE
Board of Mission will once again be sponsoring a Pie sale to be held on Sunday, November 23. We are looking for home-made pies to sell that morning after the service. If you would like to bake a pie for the sale, please let ML Taylor know by email at mltay85@yahoo.com. Proceeds will go to help those in need. More updates to come!
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FUNKY DIVAS - December 21st at 2:00
Christmas Sunday will be December 21st with all the beauty of Christmas through scripture, music, decorations and a Happy Birthday Jesus celebration during coffee hour.  To cap the day off, we will be having a return of the musical group Funky Divas of Gospel with their Christmas Concert at 2:00!  Their concert is FREE and appropriate for all ages.  Spread the word! 





HEY, WHAT’S GOING ON AROUND HERE??
Did you know that the Cobb Parish House roof was totally re-shingled in the spring?
The front doors of the church have been repaired and painted.
The roof over the side porch entrance has been repaired and re-surfaced.
The porch itself was jacked and leveled, thus allowing the gutters to drain properly.
We need to shore up the fire escape on the end of the Sunday School wing, and we are searching for a general contractor who will take on the job. Can you recommend anyone?
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        The Giggle Page




                                                                FOOTBALL TERMINOLOGY     
      BLOCKING: Talking endlessly to the pastor at the church door and keeping everyone else from  
                                 exiting.
      DRAFT CHOICE: The decision to sit close to an air conditioning vent.
      END ZONE: The pews.
      EXTRA POINT: What you receive when you tell the preacher his sermon was too short.
      ILLEGAL MOTION: Leaving before the benediction.
      INTERFERENCE: Talking during the organ prelude.
      TWO-MINUTE WARNING: The pastor's wife looking at her watch in full view of the pastor.
      QUARTERBACK SNEAK: Sunday School teachers entering the building five minutes after 
                                                            classes began.


                                                                      FERTILIZER
[image: A]farmer was driving along the road with a load of fertilizer. A little boy, playing in front of his house, saw him and called, "What've you got in your truck?"             
 "Fertilizer," the farmer replied.      
      "What are you going to do with it?" asked the little boy.      
      "Put it on strawberries," answered the farmer.      
      "You ought to live here," the little boy advised him. "We put sugar and cream on our strawberries."
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The Pastor's Title
A local Pastor joined a community Service Club, and the members thought they would have a little fun with him. Under his name badge they printed, "Hog Caller" as his occupation. Everyone made a big fanfare as the badge was presented.
The Pastor responded by saying, " I usually am called the "Shepherd of the sheep"... but I guess you know your people better than I do."
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UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR: Rev. Beverly M. Lowell   ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Margie McDonald
BOOKKEEPER: Danielle Roberge ORGANIST: Janice St. Cyr
MUSIC COORDINATOR: Glenn Moseley

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - TUESDAY – FRIDAY 8:00am – Noon
Telephone (207)283-3411  (207)282-0320
Email: ubc.bev@gmail.com     ubcsaco.office@gmail.com
Web site: unitedbaptistsaco.org
Friend United Baptist on Facebook@sacounitedbaptist
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