CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
August 2, 2026 - 9:00 a.m.
“The gospel says you are simultaneously more sinful and flawed than you ever dared believe, yet more loved and accepted than you ever dared hope.”  
Tim Keller
Welcome and Announcements
Centering Prayer
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you,
 O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.  Psalm 19:14

Organ Prelude:            “Meditation on Amazing Grace”                   F. Swann
Mark Thallander, Guest Organist
Call to Worship: Psalm 33
Leader:  Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous. Praise befits the upright.
People:  For the Word of the Lord is upright, and all His work is done in faithfulness.
[bookmark: _Int_PyeSDkNL]Leader:  He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord.
People:  Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom He has chosen as His heritage.
All:  Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in You.
Invocation
* Gathering Song:   #8  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”
Communion Service
Words of Invitation
Words of Institution
· The Bread
· The Cup
Prayer of Commitment


Hymn:  # 513  “O, How He Loves You and Me” (seated)
Gathering of Our Offerings
Offering envelopes are available in the pews. 
Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)
*Hymn:  # 510  “Jesus Is All the World to Me”
*Prayer of Dedication
Offertory:		“Praise God!”					 Fred Bock
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Prayer Response:  #383 “Open My Eyes, Lord” (seated)
Scripture:	Psalm 121		Read by Peggy Grant	Comment by Guest User: hi, every time I change the super script, the spacing changes. Every time I change the spacing, the super script changes!  I have it pretty much the way I want it.  Waiting to hear back from Bob Corliss.  Someone told me to put the info for "Choristers needed" in our bulletin, so I did.  I'm leaving this and continuing in Word.	Comment by Wandah Clark: I didn't do anything with the scripture passage but I did correct some spacing issues and add a couple of commas.
I lift up my eyes to the hills – from where will my help come?  My help comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth.  He will not let your foot be moved; He who keeps you will not slumber.  He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.  The LORD is your keeper; The LORD is your shade at your right hand.  The sun will not strike you by day, not the moon by night.  The LORD will keep you from all evil; He will keep your life.  The LORD will keep your coming out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.

Message:	You’re a Keeper!	   Pastor Dave
*Closing Hymn:  #511 “Now I Belong to Jesus”
*Benediction
Postlude:	“Toccata on Hymn to Joy”				Mark Thallander

*  Denotes please stand, as you are able
Please join us downstairs in the Vestry for a time of fellowship
Meet Mark and Marty and peruse his books and CD’s!
A Zimbelstern is a star-shaped organ stop with small bells that tinkle continuously when rotated, adding a sparkling, decorative sound to organ music.

[bookmark: _Int_DXUABjJh]WELCOME!  We of United Baptist Church represent various religious and cultural backgrounds and lifestyles.  We are young, old, and middle aged, single, married, widowed, divorced, parents, grandparents, and members of extended families.  Above all, we are people who take risks, make mistakes, confess, repent and try again.  At the center of our community is Jesus Christ whose life, death, and resurrection are the reasons we are together.  The life and hope in this community have more to do with Christ’s faithfulness to us than ours to Christ.  Whether you are searching for a faith community, or just passing through, we want you to feel at home.  Whoever you are, whatever your history, your scars, your gifts, you are among people like yourself.

GREETERS:  David & Irene Hodges                  EllaMae & Bob Blackmore
FELLOWSHIP HOUR:  Ava Adams and Robert Talley
SERVING COMMUNION:  Bob Maxfield, Bill Soucy, Carolyn Gawron, 
Nancy deMiranda                   ASSISTING PASTOR DAVE:  Robert Talley
	SPECIAL CARE CORNER

	Howard & Marianne Krueger
Cheryl Morse
Betty Hill
Burt Howe
	Pat Howe on the death of her brother
Peggy Ricker
Linda Fondak 
Rosie Conley



UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
INTERIM PASTOR: Rev. Dr. David Clark          SECRETARY: Margie McDonald
BOOKKEEPER: Danielle Roberge       MUSIC COORDINATOR: Glenn Moseley
ORGANIST: Janice St. Cyr
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  TUESDAY – FRIDAY 8:00am – Noon 
Church Office: (207) 283-3411		Pastor Dave: (207) 513-0114
Emails: ubcsaco.office@gmail.com	rev.drc1952@gmail.com
Web site: unitedbaptistsaco.org – Friend us on Facebook: SacoUnitedBaptistChurch
The Past Has a Future at United Baptist!



THE UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
318 Main Street. Saco, Maine 04072
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The Church in the Heart of Saco


OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION

TONIGHT:  6 pm.  Mark Thallander and Friends presents An Evening of Faith and Music at St. Joseph Church, 178 Main St., Biddeford, ME  04005.  Come hear Mark play more beautiful organ music, along with special choral pieces.  Several of our members will perform in the choir! 

THE WEEK AHEAD:
[bookmark: _Int_id1a6X8O]WEDNESDAY	 5:00 pm – TOPS
THURSDAY            10:30 am – Food Commodity Distribution

We welcome Mark Thallander to our church this morning.  Mark was, for 18 years, the organist at the Crystal Cathedral and the Hour of Power television broadcast.  Following an accident in 2003, the Mark Thallander Foundation was established, which brings together people from many churches for musical, instrumental, and choral festivals throughout the US and internationally.  He has published several choral hymn arrangements, and co-written the book “Champions Plus”, which details his accident and aftermath with chapters from several people involved in the story (including our own Pastor Dave).  Please take the opportunity to greet Mark following the service during our fellowship time.  

PASTORAL CARE
Contact Pastor Dave directly:  rev.drc1952@gmail.com or 207-513-0114.
Remember, due to HIPA laws, neither the church nor the pastor is notified if one of our members is hospitalized. Please have a friend or family member contact the pastor or the church office.

BACKPACK PROJECT
The Board of Christian Education will be collecting supplies up until August 25. New backpacks, pens pencils, notebooks, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, hand calculators, erasers, and the backpacks - all things school supplies! Items can be brought in on Sundays or on weekday mornings from 8:30 to noon and left in the basket on the stage in the Vestry. Let's help kids get off to a good start for a great school year! Thank you!

OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION

WHAT’S GOING ON AROUND HERE??
The trustees have authorized much needed work to be done on our steeple, cupola and side porch next to the credit union, and part of the roof on the Sunday School wing.  The cupola has a fresh coat of white paint, and the broken lattice work on the steeple has been updated and replaced.  Take a walk out front and look up! Our Main St. doors got their final coat of paint. Lookin’ good, aren’t we? Thank you, trustees, for taking good care of this “Grand Old Lady”!

BUCKET CHALLENGE for the summer months:
We are requesting donations of brand new and unopened hairbrushes, combs, shampoo, and conditioner (sample size OK). 
Your continued giving fills a very important need in our community and is a blessing to those less fortunate.  THANK YOU again for your generosity!

 THE PARISH VISITOR
-takes a break in July and August. The September Parish Visitor will be chock-a-block full of church happenings! So, please remember, the deadline for items to be published in September is Monday, August 10th!

THE HOLLY BERRY FAIR is coming quickly! As a reminder, there are many craft projects you may want to try out; yarn for the knitters and crocheters, and idea sheets for the adventurous! Feel free to speak with either Anne Daisey 207-229-9306 or Sue Bedell 207-283-3757. Questions and suggestions are welcome!

PRAYER JAR
We have a prayer jar near the pulpit for you to drop a marble in to recognize answered prayers.  This helps you to be aware of God at work in your life, and the jar stands as a testimony to others.

CLYNK BAGS
Are available on the “signup” table in the vestry for your returnable bottles and cans.   Monies collected go to the Fellowship Fund.  Thank you!
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