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“Fear not, for I am with you, be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.”  Isaiah 41:10
As a pastor, I have found that many people spend a lot of time worrying about what will happen next. They look at life on the negative side, never taking the time to look at all they have. Isaiah tells us “fear not”.  Our heavenly Father is always with us no matter where we are and no matter how difficult life may have become. God is holding our hand the same way a loving parent would hold the hand of their child. 
The verse goes on to say, “be not dismayed, for I am your God.” Millions of people today is that millions are unhappy and discontented because they run after earthly things which can never really satisfy. How quickly the temporal things fade away and fail to bring real fulfillment in life. But as Christians, we have the living God who can satisfy the longing of our soul. We should all give thanks for God’s satisfying peace. I like that Isaiah 41:10 tells us, “for I am your God.” As Christians we are a chosen people and that is something we should all be thankful for.
How wonderful are the words, “I will strengthen you, I will help you.” I think all of us at one time or another has felt that we are not strong enough to serve the Lord as we would like to. But this verse tells us that the very God of the universe who created all things will strengthen us. The Apostle Paul says it well in II Corinthians 12:9, “And He has said to me, my grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weakness, that the power of Christ may dwell in me.” Paul is saying that God gives us strength at just the time we need it. 
The last part of Isaiah 41:10 tells us, “I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” Yes, the Lord will take us, His Children, by the hand and guide us, as a loving parent would help their child across a street. You wouldn’t let a child go halfway across the street and then say “you are on your own”, and God would not do that to us. He promises to be at our side all the way. We read in Matthew 28:20, “and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
As we prepare to celebrate another Thanksgiving Day, let us give thanks for all God has done for us in the past, and will do in the future!  
Blessings- Beverly
FALL BACK- Remember to set your clock back on Saturday night, November 1st 
NEWS FROM GOMA -  Bill and Ann Clemmer
It has been three years since we began the EBA (Enfants Bien Aimes or Beloved Children) program in
Goma, Democratic Republic of Congo. The program began as a way to address the many needs of
children living on the streets. At first, we only had a Saturday morning program to provide care,
meals, clothing, and counseling due to lack of space. 
Then we were blessed with a building allowing us to bring in 30 children at a time for a full weeklong program. Some of the children were quite young (5 and 6 years old), the girls extremely vulnerable, and others in need of urgent medical care; all reasons which convinced us of the need for an overnight shelter. Once again, God provided the funds.
On January 27 of this year, rebels attacked and took the city of Goma leaving thousands of dead on
the street. 58 children fled amongst the gunfire to our center for shelter from the violence. It was
unsafe for them to return to the streets. We adapted our program and took in all the children who fled
to us, keeping them 24/7. We set up mattresses in our large Upper Room class to accommodate the
overflow. As of September, the children have been with us for nine months. As we are able to locate
their families, we make arrangements to send them home.
It’s been a joy to see these children grow and mature in our midst… and learn about Jesus. As they return, many have been able to tell family and neighbors in poor, outlying areas about the Jesus they have come to know. 
We’re pleased to tell you that since EBA began, 146 children have been reunited with families. Two weeks ago, a group of children who have been reunited, returned to HEAL Africa with their mothers for a celebration of testimonies and praise. Some mothers told their stories…how they thought their children had been killed and buried in the mass graves… and their joy at finding they were safe!
We provided each family with rice, beans, oil, salt, laundry soap and a bucket. So many continue to suffer because of rebel occupation. These items are a blessing to the families who have welcomed home their children.
This week, another 11 children who have been with us since January 27th were able to go home. Their
families live farther away, and security has not allowed their return before now. It was a mixture of joy
and sadness… for them to rejoin their lost families but having to say goodbye to their friends and
teachers.
Nine children now remain from the January 27th group… but we have already opened our doors for
new children from the street. As before, they come in traumatized and a bit rough on the edges. But
we have seen what love, prayer, counseling and care can achieve in changing lives.
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In observance of Veteran’s Day, the Board of Christian Ed is hosting a “Picture Day” on Sunday November 9th, during Fellowship Hour.  We ask that you bring a photo of your Veteran, past or present, to display, as we honor our Veterans. Please attach the name of your Veteran, and, a short write-up is optional.  You may bring in photos in to the office any morning prior to the 9th where they will be kept safe.  You may take  
                               them home after Fellowship Hour.
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
Stewardship Sunday will be November 16th. In the upcoming weeks you will receive a mailing containing a letter about Stewardship along with a pledge card. We would ask that you prayerfully consider what you are able to give to the church in 2026, and then bring your completed pledge card with you and place it in the container you will find by the Sanctuary door on any Sunday in November.
                                                           God looks at the heart, not the hand—the giver, not the gift.
[image: 8 Autumn Basket Clipart, Thanksgiving Basket, Printable ...]THANKSGIVING BASKETS
Once again, we will share the harvest of plenty with the less fortunate. On Thanksgiving Sunday, November 23rd, our Deacons will be coordinating the giving of Thanksgiving Baskets to individuals and families associated with United Baptist. In the weeks leading up to Thanksgiving Sunday, we encourage you to bring non-perishable items (traditional to Thanksgiving) for these baskets. Please place your items on the stage in the Vestry. If you would like to make a financial donation to help with the purchase of perishable items for the baskets, please make your check out t0 United Baptist Church  
                                            with “Thanksgiving Baskets” in the memo line.    Thank you for sharing!
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Board of Mission will once again be sponsoring a Pie sale to be held on Sunday, November 23, just in time for Thanksgiving! 
There are several ways you may participate. Perhaps you would consider baking and donating a pie, or maybe just the thought of pie makes your mouth water and you will purchase a whole pie for $25. If a whole pie is more than you want, or maybe you want more than one flavor, we will also be selling individual slices for $5 as long as supplies last. Just come to the kitchen window in the hallway following worship on Sunday November 23rd. If you would like to bake and donate a pie (please no store bought pies) please contact ML Taylor by phone at 207-229-2255, or email at  mltay85@yahoo.com. As always, we appreciate your participation, enthusiasm & support. Proceeds to go those in need of help.
[image: The Best Free Christmas Tree Clip Art Images]
THE GIVING TREE
Our Giving Tree begins on the first Sunday in Advent, November 30th. This is an opportunity to reach out to others within our congregation and community who are in need. The gifts help to spread the joy of the Season, and give hope to those who struggle. Please take a tag off the small Christmas tree you will find in the Vestry, buy and wrap the gift with the tag on top, and return it to the church no later than  
                             Wednesday, December 17th. Thank you for your generosity!

LOOKING A HEAD
Our Christmas Eve Service this year will be December 24th at 4:00pm.  The 4:00 hour allows people to get home in time for any special Christmas Eve gatherings and before it gets completely dark out.  This is a full service of Christmas Carols, the Christmas Message, and Candlelight.  Love to have you join us!
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During the season of Advent and into Christmas, our sanctuary is adorned with beautiful decorations thanks to the efforts of our Decorating Committee. In addition, we have 13 wreaths hanging in the Sanctuary, and the front doors. These wreaths are given in loving memory, or in celebration of, loved ones, and are printed in the bulletin. If you would like a wreath placed in the Sanctuary, please fill out the form below and either place it in the offering plate, bring it to the church office, or call the church office (283-3411) with the information no later than November 26th.

In Memory of ________________________________________________

In Celebration of ______________________________________________

Given by ____________________________________________________
[image: Advent clip-art | ChurchArt Online]ADVENT DEVOTIONALS 
Advent begins on November 30th and continues through to Christmas Eve.  To help you prepare your heart as we move through the Advent Season, we have Advent Devotionals available.  You will find a variety of Advent booklets on the tables outside the Sanctuary doors beginning on Sunday, November 23rd.  Please take one to enhance your Advent journey.
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We will have Christmas Tins available in the Vestry during the month of November.  The idea is for you to take a tin home, and when we get closer to the day of the Holly Berry Fair, fill it with a homemade goody - cookies, bars, candy, maybe even a fruit cake - and bring it back to sell at the fair.  We would also welcome any Christmas tins you have at home to add to the tins we have.
Filled Christmas Tins are a delightful gift, and they sell well at the fair.


[image: ]HOLLY BERRY FAIR - Saturday, December 6, 2025   8:30 – 1:00 
The countdown is here!!!!   Thanks for everyone’s help so far!!!
Bake Table – Margie McDonald
  Calling all of you that love to bake. We also would love to get homemade fudge, candy, preserves, etc.
Grandma’s Attic – Ella Mae Blackmore and Peggy Grant
  When you are getting ready to decorate your home, please consider donating your unused “Christmas Treasures” to our Fair.  You can bring them to Church and put them behind the curtain on the stage.
Luncheon – Cathy Larkin, Cindy Conley and Bill Jones
  So far, we have chicken stew, beef stew, squash soup, broccoli cheddar soup, biscuits, rolls, chips and brownies/cookies.  Yummy!
Volunteers Needed –
     We are looking for volunteers to unpack totes and fill the tables with all our treasures that you have made.   Thursday – December 4th and Friday- December 5th 8AM to noon
On Fair Day, Saturday, December 6th we need help staffing the tables from 8:30-1:00.  Come for an hour or stay the morning. Let Sue Bedell (283-3757) know if you can help. 
     Thank you again to everyone helping to make the fair a success and spreading the Christmas joy! 
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FUNKY DIVAS - December 21st at 2:00
Christmas Sunday will be December 21st with all the beauty of Christmas through scripture, music, decorations and a Happy Birthday Jesus celebration during fellowship hour.  
To cap the day off, we will be having a return of the musical group The Funky Divas of Gospel with their Christmas Concert at 2:00! The Divas give a fun, interactive concert filled with the music you love. The concert is FREE and appropriate for all ages.  Spread the word! 
Giggle Page

By the time Bobby arrived, the football game had already started. “Why are you so late?” asked his friend. “I couldn’t decide between going to church and going to the football game. So, I tossed a coin,” said Bobby. “But that shouldn’t have taken too long.” said the friend. “Well, I had to toss it 35 times.”

Top 10 reasons God made Eve:
1. God was worried that Adam would frequently become lost in the garden because he would not ask for directions.
2. God knew that one day Adam would require someone to locate and hand him the remote.
3. God knew Adam would never go out and buy himself a new fig leaf when his wore out and would therefore need Eve to buy one for him.
4. God knew Adam would never be able to make a doctor, dentist or haircut appointment for himself.
5. God knew Adam would never remember which night to put the garbage on the curb.
6. God knew if the world was to be populated, men would never be able to handle the pain and discomfort of childbearing.
7. As the Keeper of the Garden, since he didn’t have metal sheds or greenhouses, Adam would never remember where he left his tools.
8. Apparently, Adam needed someone to blame his troubles on when God caught him hiding in the garden.
9. As the Bible says, “It is not good for man to be alone!”
10. When God finished the creation of Adam, He stepped back, scratched His head and said, “I can do much better than that!”

A four-year old’s description of creation:
In the beginning, which was close to the start, there wasn’t anything except God, darkness and some gas. The Bible says, “The Lord, thy God, is one,” but I think He has to be much older than that. Anyway, God made the world and then He said, “Give me some light,” and somebody gave it to Him. He split an atom and made Eve. Adam and Eve didn’t wear any clothes, but they weren’t embarrassed because God hadn’t invented mirrors, yet. Adam and Eve sinned by eating one bad apple and they were driven out of the Garden of Eden. I’m not sure what God drove them in because He hadn’t invented cars, either. Adam and Eve’s son, Cain, hated his brother as long as he was Abel. After a while, all of the first people died, except Methuselah, who lived to be, like, a million years old.

Hymns for Christians over 65 years old:
 Precious Lord, Take My Hand, And Help Me Up
 Count Your Many Birthdays, Count Them One by One
 Blessed Insurance
 It Is Well with my Soul, But My Knees Hurt
 Give Me the Old Timers Religion
 Just a Slower Walk with Thee
 Go Tell It on the Mountain, But Speak Up
 Nobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeing
 Guide Me, O Thou, Great Lord God, I’ve Forgotten Where I’ve Parked the Car
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UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
PASTOR: Rev. Beverly M. Lowell   ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: Margie McDonald
BOOKKEEPER: Danielle Roberge ORGANIST: Janice St. Cyr
MUSIC COORDINATOR: Glenn Moseley

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - TUESDAY – FRIDAY 8:00am – Noon
Telephone (207)283-3411  (207)282-0320
Email: ubc.bev@gmail.com     ubcsaco.office@gmail.com
Web site: unitedbaptistsaco.org              Friend us on Facebook:  sacounitedbaptistchurch                                                                     
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