CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
July 26, 2026 - 9:00 a.m.
“God does not give us everything we want, but He does fulfill His promises, leading us along the best and straightest paths to Himself.”  Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Welcome and Announcements
Centering Prayer
“Call to me, and I will answer you and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not known.” Jeremiah 33:3

Organ Prelude:      “Chanson Triste”      Tchaikovsky      Janice St. Cyr, organist
Call to Worship: Psalm 117
Leader: Praise the Lord, all you nations!  Extol Him, all you peoples!
People: For great is His steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
Praise the Lord!
*Gathering Hymn:  #25 “Immortal, Invisible”
Gathering of Our Offerings
Offering envelopes are available in the pews. 
Jesus said, “Freely you have received, freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)
*Hymn:  #529 “O, How I Love Jesus”
Prayer of Dedication
Offertory:	   “The Wonder of It All”            			   the Choir
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Prayer Response:  #394 “In My Life Lord, Be Glorified”  (seated)
Scripture:  Deuteronomy 11:10-25	Read by Carolyn Gawron

[bookmark: _Int_6kPIXnxl]10For the land that you are about to enter to occupy is not like the land of Egypt, from which you have come, where you sow your seed and irrigate by foot like a vegetable garden. 11 But the land that you are crossing over to occupy is a land of hills and valleys watered by rain from the sky, 12 a land that the Lord your God looks after. The eyes of the Lord your God are always on it, from the beginning of the year to the end of the year. 13 “If you will only heed his every commandment that I am commanding you today—loving the Lord your God and serving him with all your heart and with all your soul— 14 then he will give the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the later rain, and you will gather in your grain, your wine, and your oil, 15 and he will give grass in your field for your livestock, and you will eat your fill. 16 Take care, or you will be seduced into turning away, serving other gods and worshiping them, 17 for then the anger of the Lord will be kindled against you, and he will shut up the heavens, so that there will be no rain, and the land will not yield its produce; then you will perish quickly off the good land that the Lord is giving you. 18 “You shall put these words of mine in your heart and soul, and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand and fix them as an emblem on your forehead. 19 Teach them to your children, talking about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when you rise up. 20 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 21 so that your days and the days of your children may be multiplied in the land that the Lord swore to your ancestors to give them, as long as the heavens are above the earth. 22 “If you will diligently observe this entire commandment that I am commanding you, loving the Lord your God, walking in all his ways, and holding fast to him, 23 then the Lord will drive out all these nations before you, and you will dispossess nations larger and mightier than you. 24 Every place on which you set foot shall be yours; your territory shall extend from the wilderness to the Lebanon and from the River, the River Euphrates, to the Western Sea. 25 No one will be able to stand against you; the Lord your God will put the fear and dread of you on all the land on which you set foot, as he promised you.
Message:	“A Place of Quiet Rest”	Rev. John Ross
*Closing Hymn:  #497  “Near to the Heart of God”
*Benediction
Postlude:	     “The Trophy”                  F. Couperin   
*  Denotes please stand, as you are able
Please join us downstairs in the Vestry for a time of fellowship

WELCOME!  We of United Baptist Church represent various religious and cultural backgrounds and lifestyles.  We are young, old, and middle aged, single, married, widowed, divorced, parents, grandparents, and members of extended families.  Above all, we are people who take risks, make mistakes, confess, repent and try again.  At the center of our community is Jesus Christ whose life, death, and resurrection are the reasons we are together.  The life and hope in this community have more to do with Christ’s faithfulness to us than ours to Christ.  Whether you are searching for a faith community, or just passing through, we want you to feel at home.  Whoever you are, whatever your history, your scars, your gifts, you are among people like yourself.
FLOWERS:  are compliments of the Erwin Warren Flower Fund
GREETERS:            Peggy Grant                   Ava Adams & Robert Talley
FELLOWSHIP HOUR:  the Board of Trustees
	SPECIAL CARE CORNER

	Linda Duranceau on the passing of Gary 6/27

	Howard & Marianne Krueger
Burt Howe
Linda Fondak
	Cheryl Morse
Bill Tarbox
Betty Hill



UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH STAFF
INTERIM PASTOR:  Rev. Dr. David Clark          SECRETARY:  Margie McDonald
BOOKKEEPER:  Danielle Roberge       MUSIC COORDINATOR:  Glenn Moseley
ORGANIST:  Janice St. Cyr
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:  TUESDAY – FRIDAY 8:00am – Noon 
Church Office: (207) 283-3411		Pastor Dave: (207) 513-0114
Emails: ubcsaco.office@gmail.com	rev.drc1952@gmail.com
[bookmark: _Int_ngHdGlx4]Web site: unitedbaptistsaco.org - Friend us on Facebook: SacoUnitedBaptistChurch
The Past Has a Future at United Baptist!


THE UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH
318 Main Street. Saco, Maine 04072
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The Church in the Heart of Saco


OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION

THE WEEK AHEAD:
[bookmark: _Int_id1a6X8O]WEDNESDAY	 5:00 pm – TOPS

WELCOME
We welcome Rev. John Ross to our church this morning. Pastor John retired almost 3 years ago after serving for over 40 years in Atlantic Canada and in Maine, and briefly in Massachusetts as an American Baptist Minister. Since retiring he has served as an Interim at Court St Baptist Church in Auburn and in Scarborough. Besides pulpit supply, he also works part time in Customer Service at Cabela’s in Scarborough. He is married to his wife Joan for 48 years and they live in Gorham. They have 3 adult children and 5 grandkids along with their new addition, an 8-week-old golden retriever.
 	
PASTORAL CARE
Contact Pastor Dave directly:  rev.drc1952@gmail.com or 207-513-0114
Remember, due to HIPA laws, neither the church nor the pastor is notified if one of our members is hospitalized. Please have a friend or family member contact the pastor or the church office.

MARK THALLANDER CONCERT: Music has the power to heal, inspire, and draw us closer to God. Join us Sunday, Aug. 2, 6 pm at St. Joseph Church on Elm Street in Biddeford, for a special concert by Mark Thallander and Friends.

BACKPACK PROJECT
The Board of Christian Education will be collecting supplies up until August 25.  New backpacks, pens pencils, notebooks, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, hand calculators, erasers, and the backpacks - all things school supplies! Items can be brought in on Sundays or on weekday mornings from 8:30 to noon and left in the basket on the stage in the Vestry.  Let's help kids get off to a good start for a great school year!  Thank you!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Throughout the months of June and July, you have given $1092 - Thank you very much!

OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION

WHAT’S GOING ON AROUND HERE??
The trustees have authorized much needed work to be done on our steeple and cupola.  We have a wonderful company out of Lebanon, ME, who are doing great work.  Check out the cupola-it's got a fresh coat of white paint! Next, the lattice on the steeple will be replaced. Also, this past week, our Main St. doors got their final coat of paint.  Lookin’ good, aren’t we?  Thank you, trustees, for taking good care of this “Grand Old Lady”!

THE HOLLY BERRY FAIR is coming quickly!  As a reminder, there are many craft projects you may want to try out; yarn for the knitters and crocheters, and idea sheets for the adventurous!  Feel free to speak with either Anne Daisey 207-229-9306 or Sue Bedell 207-283-3757.  Questions and suggestions are welcome!

THE PARISH VISITOR
[bookmark: _Int_iUNBU95n]-takes a break in July and August. The September Parish Visitor will be chock-a-block full of church happenings! So, please remember, the deadline for items to be published in September is Monday, August 10th!

Howard and Marianne Krueger request a visit from you!  Just drop in for a quick hello.  They feel isolated and forgotten, and we, being their brothers and sisters in Christ, have not forgotten them!

SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE: All our preliminary work is completed, and we await news of possible candidates. Meanwhile, we will be doing a mock interview with a local pastor to sharpen our interviewing skills.  
Cathy Larkin, Search Committee Chair

BUCKET CHALLENGE For the summer months,
We are requesting donations of brand new and unopened hairbrushes, combs, shampoo, and conditioner (sample size OK). 
Your continued giving fills a very important need in our community and is a blessing to those less fortunate.  THANK YOU again for your generosity!
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